English 1110
First Paper Assignment: Memoir

Learning Outcomes:
· to analyze experience and memory for meaning and significance
· to develop public resonance in writing
· to practice the skills of narration including description, dialogue, and transition
· to focus and develop a thesis-driven essay
· to organize an essay 
· to practice sentence clarity and variety

Minimum Requirements:
· 550-800 words
· MLA formatted
· identifiable and supportable thesis
· responds to the prompt

Writing Prompt for the Personal Essay:  Remembering Who You Were

For this paper, you will write an essay in which you select a particular memory of an event, experience, person, or place and use it to explore how you came to be who you are. To learn anything from the past, we must, as thinkers and writers, examine our memories with curiosity and a sense of possibility in order to learn something new, understand the importance of a moment, and to decide who we will continue to become. Many disciplines (sociology, psychology, biology) require individuals to use memories to create new theories and to develop strategies for achieving particular goals. Although there is no “right way” to structure a piece of personal writing, you may want to consider the following as possible patterns of development for each kind of paper.

Organizing a Personal Essay

Draft an introduction that sets the scene and captures the interest of a reader.
↓
Present a complication or conflict that must be resolved in some way before the end of the story. This conflict can be between the author and self, between the author and others, or between the author and his or her environment. It could be a change, discovery, or challenge.
↓
Explore the complication and conflict in rich, vivid language in a way that allows the reader to understand that there is a central theme or question that may or may not be stated explicitly but is significant.
↓
Conclude with the resolution of the conflict (even if the resolution itself is ambivalent or ambiguous).  Include the understanding or revelation that presents the moment of growth, transformation, or clarity for the author. You will be graded by the following rubric:

	Memoir or Reflective Paper
	Very Strong and Consistent (10 points)
	Strong 
( 8-9 points)
	Average
(6-7 points)
	Needs Work 
(4-5 points)

	The author responds to the prompt, formatted the paper correctly, and fulfilled the word requirement. 
	
	
	
	

	The author offers a strong and supportable thesis. 
	
	
	
	

	The author demonstrates narrative skills including description, dialogue, and clear transitions.
	
	
	
	

	The author’s tone works to build intimacy and connection with the reader. 
	
	
	
	

	The author has developed an analysis of a particular memory that goes beyond summary to offer insight. 
	
	
	
	

	The author has written a paper in which a personal experience has public resonance—it is meaningful to a wide audience.
	
	
	
	

	The author has clearly structured paragraphs that transition well into one another
	
	
	
	

	The introduction establishes the pattern of the paper, and the conclusion offers resolution.
	
	
	
	

	The paper uses clear, varied, and interesting sentences.
	
	
	
	

	Sentences are correctly punctuated, words are correctly spelled, and the paper is free of surface errors.
	
	
	
	

	Grade and Additional Comments:
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